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This invention relates in general fo means for 
holding cans and the like in desired position, and 
more particularly, fo a device for retaining ice 
cream cans in a receptacle or refrigerating cabi- 
net against rotation and angular movement. 
The principal object of the invention is to 
provide an improved ice cream can retaining de- 
Vice, of simplified design and inexpensive con- 
struction, and particularly adapted for use with 
refrigerating and storage cabinets. 
Another object of the invention is fo provide 
an ice cream can retaining device, embodying 
certain desired improvements in the way of sim- 
plified adjusting and spacing means, and a fur- 
ther assurance against rotation and tilting of 
the respective cans in a refrigerating cabinet, 
while ice cream is being dispensed from the cans. 
Another object of the invention is fo provide 
an efficient simplified device for preventing turn- 
ing and tilting movement of cans whether in 
storage cabinets or while being transported. 
Other objects and advantages residing in the 
combination and arrangement of the parts will 
appear more fully hereinafter. 
The present invention particularly contera- 
plates the provision of a highly efficient, yet in- 
expensive device for preventing the turning or 
angular displacement of ice cream cans in a 
Storage compartment while ice cream is being 
scraped or dispensed from the cans. It is par- 
ticularly adapted for use with cylindrical ice 
cream containers formed principally of materiaI 
such as paste-board, which are intended for dis- 
carding after emptying. 
The present device is especially designed to 
engage and Penetrate the ice or frozen moisture 
coating the exterior of the cans, thereby pre- 
venting their tendency to turn while the ice 
cream is being dispensed. In addition, if main- 
tains the upper part of the can in vertical align- 
ment, so that no tilting of the can, either af the 
top or the bottom, may occur. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a preferred 
embodiment of the inventiou, and showing the 
device as it appears when operably expanded 
for the engagement of ice cream cans (noir 
shown) ; 
Figure 2 is a plan view of saine; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan view, partly 
in section, showing the lever bar turned fo ten- 
sion the clamping members; 
Figure 4 is a view similar fo Figure 3, and 
showing the lever bar and co-acting parts in 
normal position prior fo use; and, 
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Figure 5 is an elevational view particularlyin 
section, and showing a plurality of ice cream 
cans in a receptacle, and with two of these cans 
operatively engaged by the device of the present 
5. invention. 
Referring now fo the drawings in detail, and 
wherein similar characters of reference indicae 
corresponding parts in the several Views of the 
preferred form of the"invention» the, numerals: 
|| and |2 designate a pair of bars arranged in 
spaced parallelism and constituting a cenrally 
p0sitioned, expansiblebutment. "  
The horizontally extending bars or straps {{, 
{', are apertured af their opposite ends, as at 
|3, to slidably accommodate the shanks of a 
pair of elongated screw bolts 4, 
Turnably arranged af its lower end, between 
the bars ||, 2 is a vertically-positioned lever or 
manipulating bar |9, fo the upper end Of which 
20 a combination handle and spacing means desig- 
nated generally at |7, is fastened. The spacing 
handle |7 is composed of two plates or straps 8, 
|9 welded or otherwise suitably secured fo the 
 bar { 6, and. projecting laterally therefrom-.in 
25 divergent relation. These plates | 3,  |9 have 
.'-their outer extremities, as best shown in Filure 2_ 
subætantially in vertical alignment or co-extensiv. 
with the upper edges, 20,-2|, of a pair of arcu- 
ately configured resilient straps or .clamping 
30 members.22, 23. 
Each of the resilient members. 22, 23 has ifs. 
upper edge provided with a pair of transversely-- 
extending prongs or protrusi0ns , 29. which 
serve, as hereinafter described, fo engage, and. 
35 partially penetrate the paste-board sides of the 
respective ice cream cans-designated generally 
at 26. 
. As best sh0wn in Figure 2, if will be obsered " 
that the clamping member 23 is longer than the 
40 .oppositely positioned clamping merhber 22, and is 
slidably mounted on the shanks of the screw 
bolts |4, 9 nd resiliently and yieldably .urged 
by a pair of Springs- 27, 28 on the saine b01ts and 
against the heads of said bolts which serve as 
45 stops fo limit their outward moveinent...The 
outer portions of the bolts |, |9 are threaled fo 
accommodate nuts 2, 3 that adjustably en- 
gage coil springs |, $2 and thrust the latter 
against the bar ||. The springs 3{, 32 are.weaker 
50 than springs 27, 23 in order that each Clamping. 
member with ifs associated central autment bar 
|| or |2 may more and be teusioned uniforrnly 
when the operating lever bar |9 is turned 90 de- 
grees or from the position shown in Fiurê 4 to the 
55 position shown in Figures 
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The other clamping member 22 is slidably 
mounted on studs ,  which, in turn, are slid- 
ably accommodated in holes arranged in op- 
posed relation in the bar !  and member 22. The 
opposite ends of the studs 33, 34 are peened over 
to retain washers, as at 35, that serve as stops 
to limit the relative movement of the said bar 
| | and member 22. Coil springs 36, 37 arranged 
on the studs 33, 34, and confinedbetweên the 
adjacent bar and clamping member, maintain' 10 
the latter in the operative position shown. 
The lever bar |$, at ifs lower end, is welded 
otherwise suitably fastened to a dise 38, which 
rotatably seated in a recess, as at 39, formed in  
the bottom edge of each of the bars 
similar recess, as at 49, turnably accolnmodates 
a second dise 4|, also welded to the lever bar.. 
The spaced discs 38 and 4|, if wfll be obsëved, 
turnably secure the lever bar to and between 
the central abutment bars |, J2, so that when 20 
the-said lever bar is turned 90 degrees, the said 
bars and consequently the clamping members 22, 
3 resiliently connected thereto, will be urged to 
their effective clamping position, as indicated in 
Figures 1 and 2. In order fo vary or preadjust 
the tension of the coil springs 27, 29, a plurality 
of washers 4 may be interposed between abut- 
ment bar |2 and c]amping member.23.. By in 
creasing or decreasing the number of washers, it 
will be evident that the tension of the coil springs 
7, 28 may be correspondingly varied. The ten 
sion of the weaker springs 3  32 is also suscepti- 
ble to variation by means of the nuts 9, 3; it 
being further apparent that this last indicated 
adjustment will also affect the tension of the 
larger springs 7, 8. 
n mrther accordance with the invention, each 
of the members 22, 23, is formed with a lower 
flange 22a, 23a; these flanges being adapted to 
seat under the lower metallic hoop 2ça of each 40 
ice cream can, while at the saine rime, the 
prongs 24, 2 wfll thrust through the frozen mois- 
ture on exterior of the cans in the refrigerator 
or receptacle 43 and partially penetrate the paste- 
board periphery of these containers. The func- 
tion and mode of operation of the device bas 
been in large measure described abçve, butmay 
be summarized as fol]ows: 
Assuming that the ice cream storage cabinet or 
refrigerating chamber, designated generalIy af 43, 
to accommodate a plurality of ice cream con- 
tainers 29, the device may bs operatively en. gaged, ïor example, with an upper pair.of these 
containers, as shown in Figure 5. Itis to be un: 
derstood that the device may be marie in vari- 
ous sizes, but generally that suitable for çpera- 
tire engagement with commercial sizes of cans 
is preferred, with a view tO a unif0r m retention 
of cans of this size. The mode of engagement 
will be un'derstood by inspection of the drawing, 
the fianges 22a and 23a being thrust under the 
bottoms of a pair of cans, while tle arcuate, re- 
sflient straps 22, 23 engage the lower hoops of 
said cans. The handle |7 of the lever bar |S will 
now be turned through 90 degrees to thrust apart 
the clamping straps , 3, while at the same 
rime, the outer edges of handle  7 will engage the. 
upper hoops oï the cans, thus preventing tflting 
or misalignment of saine, while the prongs 
now penetrating the paste-board sides of the 
cans, wfll further assure against rotational more- 
ment. 
This prevention of rotational as well as tflting 
movement is. a salient feature o£ the invention, 
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since it net result is to maintain the ice cream in 
a rigid vertical position at ail rimes. 
While a preferred embodiment of the invention 
is hereinbefore set forth, it is tobe clearly un- 
5 derstood that the invention is not tobe limited 
to the exact construction illustrated and de- 
scribed, because various modifications of these 
detafls may be provided in putting the invention 
into prgctice Within the purview of the appended 
claims. 
What I claire is: 
1. In a device for retaining cans in a receptacle 
against rotational movement, clamping members, 
movable relatively to one another, lneans on the 
members to receive lower hoop portions on cans 
in said receptacle, other means on the members 
. .fo .engage and penetrate body portions of said 
cans, lever means arranged between the clamp- 
ing members and effective fo more them rela- 
tively fo one another, and additional means con- 
nected fo the lever means and operative to en- 
gage upper hoop portions on the cans; whereby 
the cans may be retained in said receptacle 
against angular and rotational movements and 
in vertical alignment. 
2. In a device for ïetaining cans in a receptacle 
against rotational movement, a pair of clamping 
memb,ers, a lever arranged between and effective 
to bodily more said.mmnbers towards and away 
from each other, springs yielding!y and resilient-. 
ly maintaining said rnembers in engagement with 
cans in said receptac]e, instrumentalities engag- 
ing the springs and effective for varying their 
tension, other instrumentalities secmd to the 
members and effective for penetrating the pe- 
riphery of said cans and thereby secure the cans 
against rotational movement, and means ar- 
ranged on said lever and eperat.ive to engage up- 
per portions oï cans in said receptacle and main- 
tin them in vertical alignment. 
3. In a device for retaining cans in a receptacle 
against rottional movement, a pair of bars, 
means slidably connecting the bars, a manual- 
ly operable bar arranged between and in a plane 
,±5 normal fo said pair of bars, a clamping member 
connected to each of said pair of bars, springs 
arranged between each clamping member and one 
of the bars of said pair, and means on said 
manually operable bar for engaging the upper 
5o portion of cans within said receptacle. 
4. In a device for retaining ice cream cans in 
a receptacle against rotational movement, a pair 
of clamping elements for engaging lower portions 
of ice cream cans, a plurality of means resiliently 
55 and yieldingly urging said clamping members 
to spaced relation, manually oPerable means for 
extending the effective range and increasing the 
tension of said clamping members, and other 
 means arranged on an upper portion of said 
Co man_ually operab!e means and effective for en- 
gaging upper portions of ice cream cans. 
5. In a device for preventing tilting and ro- 
tational movement of cans in a receptacle, in 
combination, can engaging means, a plurality of 
65 springs m;ging said can engaging means apart in 
spaced relation, manually operable means con- 
nected fo said can engaging means and effec- 
tive to increase the tension thereof, and other 
means secured to an upper portion of said man- 
ï0 ually operable means and effective for retaining 
the upper portions of cans in vertical alignment 
with their lower portions. 
6. In a device for preventing tilting and rota- 
tional mov.ement of cans in a receptacle, in com- 
ï5 bii]ation, a p]urality of means for engaging hoops 
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on the lower portion of said cans, a plurality of 
resilient means for maintaming said hoop en- 
gaging means in spaced relation and yieldably 
engaged with the hoops, manually operable means 
for extending the hoop engaging means laterally, 
projections on said first mentioned means for en- 
gaging the body portions of said cans, and addi- 
tional means on the upper portion of said man- 
ually operable means and effective for engaging 
hoops on the upper portion of said containers; 
whereby ice cream cans in a receptacle may be 
clamped against movement and maintained in 
vertical alignment. 
7. In a device for preventing tilting, rotational 
and bodily movements of cans in a receptacle, in 
combination a pair of clamping elements for en- 
gaging lower portions of cans, a plurallty of 
means resiliently maintaining said c]amping 
members in normal spaced relation, lever means 
for increasing the tension of said clamping mem- 
bers, and instrumentalitles proJectlng from said 
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lever means and effective for engaging upper por- 
tions of said cans; whereby rotational tilting and 
bodily movements of the cans are prevented. 
DONALD WELLINGTON AUCH. 
5 
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